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What is consent? 
• Consent is an ongoing process of discussing 

boundaries and what one is  comfortable 
with. 

• Consent is an active, affirmative, conscious, 
direct, unimpaired, and voluntary  
agreement to engage and continue to  
engage in sexual activity.  

• Consent is ongoing and can be revoked at 
any time.  

Consent is NOT: 
• Able to be given by those who are  

underage, intoxicated or incapacitated by 
drugs or alcohol, or asleep or unconscious. 

• Agreement under pressure of intimidation 
or threat, because it was not given freely. 

• Engaging in sexual activity with an  
employee or student, as that is an unequal 
power dynamic. 

Age o f  consent i n  Canada 
16 years old. That means that a 16 year old can legally 

engage in sexually activity as long as CONSENT is in 

place.  (ie: It isn’t with a person in  a position of power 

or authority over then, they weren’t coerced and they 

aren’t under the influence or unconscious.)  

However, there is a “close-in-age” exception in 

Canada which states that those 12 & 13 years 

old can consent to sexual activity with someone 

LESS than 2 years older  and  those 14 & 15 years 

old can consent to sexual activity with someone 

LESS than 5 years older. 

AGE 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20+ 

12 YES YES        

13 YES YES YES       

14  YES YES YES YES YES YES   

15   YES YES YES YES YES YES  

16   YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


